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PUNJAB HIMALAYAl ' 
PAPSURA (21,165 ft.). Nearly thirty years ago Lt.-Col. J. 0. M. 

Roberts made one of his characteristic sallies to the land of the Tos 
nullah, a tributary valley of the great Parbati system, and made the 
first ascent, among other peaks, of White Sail, 21,148 ft., at the north
westerly termination of the KulufLahulfSpiti divide. Its immediate 
and shapely neighbour to the north-west, named by Roberts Papsura, 
was destined to remain unclimbed, and even unreconnoitred, for another 
q.uarter of a century until, in 1965, the British Kulu Expedition2 

explored its western approaches. 
The British Parbati (Kulu) Expedition3 made the first ascent of 

Papsura on June 3, 1967, when Hill and Pritchard climbed the long 
summit ridge from the north-east to emerge on a mountain top as 
broad as a cricket pitch. This success seemed an almost incredible 
reversal of fortunes. 

At the outset the direct approach to the objective via the Parbati and 
Tos nullahs was ruled out by political restrictions. The alternative 
route adopted meant a long haul up the precipitous Malana nullah, 
eventually crossing into the upper Tos nullah by the arduous Pass of 
the Animals, 15,025 ft. Commenced on May 3, this diversion was 
costly both in time and energy. , 

By the middle of May the party was encamped at 14,000 ft. near the 
junction of the East Tos glacier and its tributary the Papsura glacier, 
but a severe and prolonged period of bad weather delayed ferrying 
operations for ten days, and frequently buried the tents. 

The first assault by the eastern couloir of the South face on May 30, 
starting at midnight, reached the summit 'ridge at over 2o,ooo ft. 
However, further progress to the south-west was denied the climbers 
by an overhanging ice-boss on the prominent gendarme between the 
top of the couloir and the summit, and the attempt was abandoned. 
During the descent, at midday, Pettigrew' s rope of three lost its footing. 
got out of control, and slid down I 500 ft. at high speed. Their fall 
was ·terminated abruptly in the bergschrund, where the other parties 

1 See illustration no. 82. 
2 A.J. 7I. 2J6. 
3 J. Ashburner; C. Henty; G. Hill; M. Payne; C. Pritchard; R. G_. Pettigrew 

(leader). High altitude porters: Ladakhi Wangyal, Sherpao Pasang Lakhpa. 
Coolies from Malana and Manali assisted the expedition to establish and strike 
Base Camp, and to evacuate Pettigrew. 
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quickly located .them. Pettigrew had sustained a dislocation of the 
left hip but the other two were unhurt. 

An improvised stretcher was used to carry Pettigrew to the Assault 
Camp at I7,ooo ft. Since further evacuation was beyond the strength 
of the expedition, Ashburner and Pasang were despatched with all 
speed to Manali to recruit additional manpower. 

A stretcher party of paharis (hillmen) was organised by Deana 
Pettigrew, equipped by Sirdar Wongdhi of the Sherpa Institute, and 
set off from Manali within twenty-four hours of the call-out. 

Meanwhile, on June 3, Hill and Pritchard made the first ascent of 
Papsura by the western couloir of the South face a climb made 
hazardous by the sudden onset of bad weather during the descent. 

The evacuation of Pettigrew began seven days after the accident, and 
was of eight days' duration. By a happy coincidence an orthopaedic 
surgeon was spending his holiday in Manali and, with the assistance of 
the resident physician, Dr. Snell, he succeeded in reducing the joint 
under spinal anaesthesia. 

The expedition acknowledges with gratitude the generous support of . 
the Mount Everest Foundation, Maharajah Satajisinhji, Maharajah 
Jam Sahib of Nawanagar, and John Banon, Esq., Hon. Local Secretary, 
the Himalayan Club. 

RoBERT PETTIGREW. 

PERUVIAN ANDES. The little-known Cordillera Yauyos, located I 10 
miles E.S.E. of Lima, was visited for the second time in its history by 
a mountaineering expedition; a Californian group (Ernst Bauer, Carl 
Helier, Richard Johnson, Dennis Lamb, Charles Ringrose and Robert 
Westbrook) made in June and July, 1966, the first ascents of Ancovilca, 
I7,58o ft., of the two Uman peaks, 17,275 and 17,480 ft., and the three 
Pumahuasin peaks, 17,150, 17,325 and 17,525 ft. The group also 
repeated ascents of Padrecacca, 17,385 ft., and Nevada Cutuni, highest 
peak of the range, I 9,02 5 ft., both of which had been ascended in 
1963 by a Spanish expedition. 

A seven-man expedition of the A.A.V. Munich, led by Arnulf 
Rather, operated in the Cordillera Vilcanota with excellent results; it 
accomplished the second, third and fourth ascents of the highest peak of 
Nevado Ausangate, 20,788 ft., and also ascended Jatunhuma, 19,996 ft., 
Mariposa, I9,089 ft., Capana, I8,783 ft., Huayna Ausangate, 18,701 ft., 
and the Campa peaks (1, 17,995 ft., and 11, 18,409 ft.). New ascents 
included an unnamed peak which the Hauser 1958 expedition had 
measured as 6o1o m. high (19,718 ft.), Concha de Caracol, 18,471 ft.; 
and in the ridges south of the Cayangate group and west of the lake 
of Sibina, they climbed five peaks over r 8,ooo ft., including Pacco, 
Quello and Condertucco (June to mid-August, 1966). 



EXPEDITIONS 

ARGENTINIAN ANDES. In the Ramada range of Central Argentina, 
San Juan district, an expedition of the Centra Andino Buenos Aires 
made the second ascent of Alma Negra, 20,637 ft. (P. Bruchhausen 
and H. Joos, February 25, 1967) and of Cerro Negro de Ramada, c. 
18,zoo ft. (H. de la Vega, J. Damonte and H. Joos, March 3). Both 
mountains had been climbed in 1934 by a Polish expedition.4 

EvELIO EcHEVARRfA C. 

SPANISH PAN-AMERICAN ExPEDITION, 1965-67. We have received 
from Sefior V enancio L6pez de Ceballos of Barcelona (expedition 
leader) some particulars and statistics relating to this remarkable 
expedition, which recently completed in two stages what must be 
one of the longest mountaineering journeys ever undertaken. The 
expedition's object was to explore the mountains of both North and 
South America, from Alaska to Tierra del Fuego. The three members 
of the party besides the leader were his wife Andrea, Eduardo L. de 
Ceballos and Jorge Pons Sangines, although it appears that the two 
last-named were only present for parts of the expedition. Local climbers, 
from mountaineering clubs in the various districts visited, quite often 
joined the party for short periods or particular ascents. 

The expedition was divided into two phases broadly corresponding 
to the North American and the South American journeys bet\\'een 
which the party returned for six months to Spain. In the first phase 
(February-October, 1965), the party started in Mexico, with ascents 
of Nevado de Toluca and Popocatepetl, and worked north, through 
Arizona, Nevada, the Sierra Nevada of California, the Cascades, and 
thence up to Alaska. They then turned south, following a more easterly 
line through the Rockies of Canada, Idaho, Utah, Wyoming and 
Colorado and ended up in New Mexico and Texas. Forty-six peaks 
were climbed in this period, of which one, a summit of 2804 m. in 
Alaska, was a first ascent and two (including Longs Peak) were ascended 
by new routes. Mount Rainier (4392 m.) by the Fuhrer Finger route 
was thought to give the most difficult climbing met with in this first 
phase of the expedition. 

In the second phase (March, 1966-March, 1967), the journey was 
again begun in Mexico, with the ascent of Orizaba; and the party then made 
ascents in Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica 
and Panama before starting down through the more serious ranges of 
the South American continent proper. Climbs were done in the Andes 
of Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, Peru again, Chile 
and Argentina, as the expedition made its way south, many of the peaks 
·ascended being of a height of sooo m. or above. The party was parti
cularly active in the Nevado Aricoma (Peru), where seven first ascents 

· ~ GeographicalJournal, vol. 84, pp. 215-223. 
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of sooo-ers were made in less than a week (six of them in two days). 
The two highest summits climbed during the journey were Chim
borazo (6267 m.), in Ecuador, and Huayna Potosi (6094 m.), in Bolivia; 
but the hardest, as well as the finest peak ascended in either phase of 
the expedition was considered to be Cerro Tronador (34 70 m.) in 
Patagonia. The climbing virtually ended in December when a summit 
of I 040 m. in Tierra del Fuego was reached. 

The number of peaks ascended in the second phase of the expedition 
was thirty-eight, of which nine were new and a further four were 
climbed by new routes. The distance travelled by the expedition is 
calculated at ss,ooo km. in the first phase and 46,ooo km. in the 
second a total of just over 1 oo,ooo km. 

THE ALPS 

]'v/ont Blanc massif 
AIGUILLE nu FOU, South face. Second ascent, July I6-I8, 1967. 

M. Boysen and N. J. Estcourt. This was technically quite the hardest 
rock climb that either of us had done in the Alps, and is worthy of 
its reputation. We used about sixty pegs (the Americans used ninety 
on the first ascent) and climbed the whole of the diagonal crack free. 
We also found free alternatives to two of the artificial sections higher 
up; even so, the I ooo ft. long route took us twenty-five hours and two 
bivouacs. 

N. J. EsTcouRT. 

Pie SANS NoM, North-west face. ·---First ascent, August 9-10, 1967. 
1\tl. Boysen and N. J. Estcourt. Standard: E.D. Length: c. 8oo m. 
This was an extremely fine rock route, mainly free rock climbing but 
with a bit of interesting ice and one pitch of artificial. We took twenty 
hours and used about twenty pitons. There were several sections of 
VI and, being on a North face, the easier parts were generally iced up, 
the result being a very continuously hard route. The route followed the 
buttress to the left of the very prominent chimney line. The crux was 
getting onto this buttress, when we had to climb a very hard (Welsh 
'extreme' standard) overhanging crack. 

Technical description. From the rognon follow the route for the North 
face of the Dru, but continue to the top of the small glacier bay. Climb 
the steep couloir (iced rock, pitches of IV) and branch left at the first 
opportunity underneath bulging walls to reach a shoulder (IV sup.). 

Climb the buttress to where it steepens (IV sup.). Climb an impres
sive overhanging crack just left of the crest (VI sup.) to reach a niche. 
Continue in the chimney line above to a good ledge (VI). Climb the 
crest of the buttress to the foot of a steep wall (V sup.). From the 
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right-hand end of the ledge climb up to the right (V sup., two pegs) and 
tension traverse into the chimney on the right; climb this to the top 
(V). 

Move left and climb a crack leading over a small overhang (V, one 
peg). Continue up snowed up rock to the triangular ice-slope. Climb 
diagonally up to the left to a break in the rock above. Climb this (V 
sup.) and continue up snowed up rocks to the next step (IV). 

Attack this on the left and climb diagonally left to a good ledge 
(bivouac on first ascent; V, one peg). From the left-hand end of the 
ledge, descend 20 ft. and traverse left to a crack line; climb this (IV). 
Tension left to a gully and climb a series of icy chimneys (IV), and 
exit left at the top to reach a snowy shoulder. Climb up a short ridge 
to reach the foot of the final block, and gain a good ledge a short way 
up this. 

Gain the diedre awkwardly and climb this to a small ledge above a roof 
( A2, VI; eight pegs). Continue up the diedre and slabs above to the 
summit (IV sup.). Twenty hours. 

N. J. EsTcouRT. 

Graians 

GRAN PARADISO, North-west face. K. I. Meldrum and J. Cole; 
N. A. J. Rogers, Mrs. Rogers and K. Miller. 

In 1966, the left-hand part of the face, which forms the usual route, 
was in bad condition. The right-hand route (Adami route) was, 
unusually, in quite good condition. After steep but straightforward 
climbing for about 1000 ft., a long section of bare ice was avoided by 
taking the (true) right-hand side of the great couloir descending from 
the West ridge, which was joined and followed to the summit. A 
somewhat tortuous variant, but enjoyable climbing. 

CIARFORON, North face. K. I. Meldrum and J. Cole; N. A. J. 
Rogers and Mrs. Rogers; K. Miller and J. Cheesmond. 

A relatively short ( 1200 ft.) ice-face, very accessible from the Vittorio 
Emmanuele hut. In 1966, a good deal of bare ice necessitated a few 
pitches of step-cutting. The central section is very steep. This route 
makes an excellent training climb, comparable with the North face of 
the Tour Ronde. It is reported to be the route on which ice-pitons 
\vere first used ( 1902 !). 

N. A. J. ROGERS. 
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